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at the White House, returned to his machine and flew
away again. At the time this sensational form of
making a visit caused great excitement in the American
Press.

Following the Boston Meeting Grahame-White
competed in the second international speed race for
the Gordon-Bennett Trophy at Minneola Flying
Ground near New York. For this event he had im-
ported a special 100 h.p. 'Bldriot' monoplane and he
covered the hundred kilometres, which was the
distance of the race at that time, at a speed of just over
60 miles an hour. He also won a prize for being the
first person to fly round the Statue of Liberty. In
recognition of his achievements in the United States
Grahame-White on his return to England was pre-
sented, by the late Lord Roberts, with gold medals from
the Royal Aero Club and the British Air League.

After the Boston Meeting I returned to England and
resumed my designing and experimental work at
Brooklands Aerodrome, all constructional work being
carried out at our works in Manchester. I had by
this time come to the conclusion that it was not worth
while proceeding further with triplancs, for although
there were a number of advantages obtained in utilizing
the inertia of the air by the employment of a long
entering edge and a high aspect ratio, yet there were
aero-dynamical and constructional disadvantages which
tended to outweigh the advantages.

The next machine we built was a biplane, which
was more or less on the lines of the triplane, but as I
was dissatisfied with it I designed a much cleaner
machine on which was placed an eight-cylinder 'E.N.V.*
engine. In this machine the lower wings were attached
to the fuselage, a method which has now become general
practice. This machine was followed by the 50 h.p.
* Gnome Avro,' being a very nice machine with
delightfully clean lines which were greatly admired.